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SARAH JOSEPHA HALE, 


Sce Plate . 


A portrait without a biography is a novelty ; but 


Mrz. Hale insists that her history must tot appear ‘in 
the Lady's Book while she remains. its editor. So 
we can unly give a brief account of her writings, a 


memorandum merely, without commentary or eriti-" 


cism. We may say here that, by the death of: ber 
husband, David Hale, a young lawyer of distin- 
guished ubilities, Mra. Hale was: left the sole pro- 
tector of five children, the eldest then but seven 
years old, and that it was in the hope of gaining the 


means for their support and education that ‘she en- 


gaged in the literary profession. - Northwood,” a 


novel in two volumes, was her first published work . 


(a little volume of poems had been previously printed 
for her benefit by the Freemagons, of which frater- 
nity Mr. Hale had been-a distinguished -inember.) 
“Northwood”? was issued in Boston December, 
1827, just twenty-three years ago. ~ 

Early in the following year, Mrs. ‘Hale was invited 
from her native home in the “ Old Granite State” to 
goto Boston’ and take charge of thé editorial depart- 
ment of The Ladies’. Magazine,” the first periodi- 
cal exclusively devoted to her sex which appeared 
in America. She removed to Boston in 1828, and 
continued to edit the Ladies’ Magazine until 1837, 


when it was united with the Lady’s Book in Phila- 


delphia, of the literary department of which work 
the has ever sincé had charge. : 

Mrs. Hale continued to reside in-Boston, after she 
became editor of the Lady’s Book, for severa] yearé, 
as her son was in Harvard College. In 1841, she 
removed to Philadelphia, where she naw resides. 

Besides “Northwood,” which was reprinted in 
London under the title of «A New England Tale,” 
and well commended in several English journals, 
her published works are, ‘Sketches of American 
Character;”? “Traits of American Life;*? “Flora’s 
Interpreter,” of which over forty thousand copies 
have been sold (this also has been reprinted in Lon- 
don); “The Ladies’ Wreath, a selection from the 
Female Poets of England and America;” “The 
Way to Live Well, and to be Well white we Live;” 
«Grosvenor, a Tragedy ;” ‘Alice Ray, a Romance 
in Rhyme;"’ “Harry Guy, the Widow’s Son, a Ro- 
mance of the Sea”—(the last two were written for 
churitable purposes, and the proceeds given away 
accordingly); ‘‘Three Hours, or the Vigil of Love. 
and other Poems,” published in 1818; “A Complete 
Dictionary of Poetical Quotations, containing Selec- 
tions from the Writings of the Poets of England and 


' a variety of books for children. 


America.”’ This volume contains nearly six hundred 
double column large octavo pages, and is the most 


- complete work of the kind in the English language. 


In addition to the above-named works, Mrs. Hale 
has edited several annuals, ‘The Opal,” “The Cro- 
cus,” «The Poet's Offering,”’ and written and edited 
Her last and most 
important work will soon be published by Harper & 


| Brothers. It is entitled Woman's Record, or Bio- 
graphical Sketches of all Distinguished Women, 


feom the Creation to the Present Time.’ This 
work will contain about eight hundred pages, illus- 
trated with two hundred portraits, and will be the 
most perfect history of woman and her influence 
on society und literature that has ever appeared. 
In this production, thé author has aimed to discover 
and illustrate the true position: of her sex in the mo- 
ral progress of the human race. She does not give 
them man’s work, but urges that they be protected, 
supported, and educated for their own work—that of 
rightly training children, and inspiring the heurts 
of men to love virtue and shun evil. 

Besides these works, Mrs. Hale has found time, 
within the past year or two, for writing a dramatic 
story; it iscalled “The Judge, a Drama of Américan 
Life,” and will be published, first, in the Ludy’s 
Book, commencing with the January number. 

Moreover, in addition to all these productions of 
Mrs. Hale’s fruitful mind, a large number of stories, 


_ poems, essays, &c., sufficient to fill several large 


volumes, lie scattered among the perivdicals of the 
day. These she has decided not to collect and pub- 
lish while she continues her editorial duties. Of 
these duties it is scarcely worth our while to speak, 
writing, as we are, for the readers of the Lady’s 
Book, who know £0 well how thoroughly and use- 
fully they have been performed. Quite pertinent is 
the following extract from a newspaper in Masse- 
chusetts, which comes timely to our bands while 
writing. In noticing the Lady’s Book, the editor 
says: “Mra. Sarah J. Hale, the ledy editor, is one 
of the most sensible and energetic of all the con- 
ductors of the numerous mugazines that are now 
published; and ag she was the pioneer in this species 
of literature, no one has had a greater influence, or 
‘become more universally popular among her country- 
women. Her success is richly deserved, and her 
energy, devotion, and perseverance under circum- 
stances the most trying, afford a cheering example 
to her sex.” L. A. G. 
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